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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this research was: 

1. To investigate social context, environment, way of life and community culture. 

2. To gather the views and opinions regarding environmental conservation and restoration. 

3. To synthesize a process of environmental education communication based on community 
cultural activity area. 

4. To evaluate the efficacy of the environmental education communication processes. 

This research uses Participatory Action Research (PAR) along with a Civil Society Forum. 
The results revealed that the environmental situation in the community was most likely 
changed from rural to urban and has environmental problems, there was the process of 
community cultural area (CCA) but with lack of local people participation. The local people 
needed to restore and conserve their environmental situation and way of life; of Thai - Mon 
culture for the next generation. The overall environmental education learning level and 
process of environmental education communication levels were located at moderate levels 
of 3.37 average with 0.64 standard deviation and at 3.20 average with 0.56 standard 
deviation respectively. Therefore, the element of the process of environmental education 
communication was as follows: Sender: the committee, the performers and organizers of 
Amphaeng Community cultural activity area. Message: community identity, community 
story, community problem, the needs of local people. Chanel: community cultural area 
activities. Receiver: local people. Impact: restoration and conservation of their 
environment, way of life, community biodiversity, and a better quantity of life. The 
evaluation of the efficacy of the environmental education communication processes were 
located at a high level of 4.60 in 6 projects established by local people. 
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Introduction 

Environmental pollution is becoming more obvious to people all around the 
world including Thailand. This is now approaching crisis level. This has been 
caused by 

1. The growing population of the world. 

2. The spread of urban areas. 

3. The development of new technologies. 

The Thai government has a national economic and social development plan 
as a master plan of action (No. 10 - 11) and one of the targets focuses on 
environmental problems. The plan represents environmental strategies in Thai 
society that give importance to participation by all elements of society, in order to 
create a balance in the development of the economy, society, culture and 
environment and natural resources. In terms of balance means : restoration , 
protection and conservation in community way of life, community culture, 
tradition, local wisdom and natural resources such as soil, water, air, energy, 
forest, marine coastal resources and biodiversity etc. 

Communication and social existence were part of each other. The success of 
communication based on sender and receiver must focus on the same things at 
the center of communication is a process and contains 4 most importance issues. 

1. The process has to relate to all people 

2. Messages and information to the receiver must be factual, (public) 

3. To be the center of public communication and information and allow for 
the exchange of social opinion. 

4. To build up a process of participation amongst the people at all stages. 

Therefore, communication is an important key that influences and drives the 

process of participation within the community to take part in community 
activities. 

Environmental Education is another process that can construct the holistic 
system by : awareness, attitude, knowledge, skill, participation and evaluation. 

Community Cultural Area (CCA) is a community organization run by 
members of the local community as an NGO. The activities of the CCA were setup 
by members of the local community. This helps to create overall harmonious 
community based learning and can pass on traditional and culture to the younger 
generation and other members of the community. Therefore CCA can also drive 
action plans No. 10 and 11, by using the members activities to achieve the nation 
goal effectiveness. 

Thus, the researcher proposes that a Process of environmental education 
communication through community cultural activity areas at Rim Khlong 
Amphaeng cultural area Amphaeng sub-district Ban-phaeo district, Samut- 
Sakhon Province, is an important channel for environmental education 
communication. This will help Amphang community reach their goals. By 
reaching their goals they can influence other areas to aim for higher levels. This 
can lead to sustainable development as well. 

Methodology 
Scope of the Study 

The scope of this study is as follows: 
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i. Study Areas: Ampheang Sub-District Banphaeo District Samut-Sakhon 
Province 

ii. Contents: Concept of Participatory Communication, Environmental 
Education, Way of life & Culture, Theory of communication, participation 

iii. Population: including 7 villages in Amphaeng Sub-District 

iv. Duration: November 15, 2012 - November 15, 2015 

Population and sampling 

The main population of this research were the local people from 1,439 
households in 7 villages and government officer, local leader whom involves 
within research areas, community cultural area committee, organizer, 
performance 

i. There were 388 participants collected data by using the questionnaire from 
Ampheagh Sub-District, calculated by the formula of Taro Yamane. 

ii. There were 15 people involve namely: community leader, government 
officer 

iii. There were 35 community cultural area committee, 30 organizers and 
performers from 6 activities 

iv. There were 385 participants collected data by using the questionnaire from 
people who participated in the six activities, calculated by the formula of 
Cochran. 

Data Collection 

The research has conducted and collected data from questionnaire, 
structured interview and In-depth interview, focus group discussion, civil society 
forum as follows: 

i. Information is obtained from the study of theories and concepts research 
documentary related to A Process of Environmental education 
communication through community cultural activity area. The information 
will be further analyzed and synthesized. 

ii. Data obtained from questionnaires responded to by 388 community 
members who were representatives of the households in the research area. 
Statistics results are reported, including frequency, percentage, and 
standard deviation. 

iii. Data obtained from 15 participants in the structured interviews and in- 
depth interviews. Descriptive state and content analysis are applied for 
data analysis. 

iv. Data obtained from civil society forums and focus group discussions 
responded to by 65 people namely: committee members, organizers, 
performers. This content was analyzed and descriptive explanations given. 

V. The establishment of a process of environmental education communication 
through community cultural activity areas consists of 6 steps. 

a. Verifying the validity of data obtained from the questionnaire and In- 
depth interviews. 

b. Analysis and synthesis the data collected. 

c. Collecting data obtained from civil society forums and focus group 
discussion. 
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d. Concluding and referencing all information to draft out the process of 
environmental education communication. 

e. Draft of a process of environmental education communication through 
community cultural activity areas has to he delivered to experts for 
quality assessment and consistency of the process. 

f. Preparing the final draft and construction of a process of environmental 
education communication through Community cultural activity areas. 

Data Analysis 

This research uses hoth qualitative and quantitative methods, participatory 
action research, research and development, quantitative data and are analyzed 
hy (SPSS) computerized program to analyze, mean, frequency, percentage, and 
standard deviation. Qualitative data is analyzed and synthesized hy using content 
analysis and content interpretation. 

Results 

1. The demographical data shown that questionnaire respondents include 
60.06% of females and 39.94 % of males. Data from in-depth interviews included 
15 local leaders and government officers and 35 community culture area 
committee members, 30 organizers and performers. 48.19% had an average 
annual income less than 50,000 haht, 36.60% had an average annual income of 
between 50,001 - 100,000 baht. 

2. The investigation of the environmental context and circumstances in the 
community found that the environmental situation in the community soil, water, 
energy, plant, garbage, concept culture, organization culture, material culture, in 
the soil. 76.80% use their land for agriculture 82.21% of this soil was contaminated 
by the chemical residue. 73,45% of community members use water from natural 
resources such as canals and rivers in their community. 76.80% use water for 
agriculture activities. 40.46% of water pollution occurred by the side of agriculture 
in the community. In terms of weather, the result showed that 54.38% of local 
members have problems with a lot of chemical in the air and 48.47% had problems 
from air pollution derived by agriculture. 

In terms of energy problem, the result show that 82.98% of local members 
paid high costs and 80.15% were affected by increasing energy costs. Issue of 
plant, the result shown that 54.38% of local people in the community have grown 
crops for commercial purpose 64.17% of community members have drought 
problem with their crops. For the garbage issue: 54.38% of people, whom are 
members of the community, throw garbage bags into the canal belonging to their 
community, and 39.69% were faced with dirty from garbage in their community. 

About the concept culture. 31.44% of local members agreed that human being 
have used the surrounding environment for a living. 42.26% of local people as 
members of the community participate in community activities as many 
considered it to be of community benefit. The organization culture shows that 
41.75% of members of the community will get together when they have ceremonial 
or traditional events in their community and most 35.05% of them used the law 
to solve any community disputes. In terms of usage culture, 71.90% shown that 
tradition in community has been influenced by religion .90.72% of the community 
members feel proud of themselves for participating in community traditional 
activities. In terms of material culture issues show that 82.73% of the community 
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members have been living in their own house and also 55,92% of people dressed 
up appropriately according to the occasion. 

3. The level of environmental education and participation to the systematic 
process of communication within Amphaeng community is shown on Table 1 as 
follows. 


Table 1. 


Environment Education (N=388) 

Mean 

S.D. 

Level 

Awareness 

4.18 

0.76 

High 

Knowledge 

3.30 

0.58 

Moderate 

Attitude 

4.09 

0.79 

High 

Skill 

3.18 

0.57 

Moderate 

Participation 

3.24 

0.59 

Moderate 

Evaluation Ability 

3.38 

0.60 

Moderate 

Total mean 

3.37 

0.66 

Moderate 


From Table 1, Most informants had moderate levels of knowledge (x = 3.37) 
related to environmental learning. However, the research found that each aspect 
can be considered. That awareness was rated at a high level (x = 4.18) knowledge 
was rated at a moderate level (x = 3.30) attitude was rated at a high level (x = 
4.09) skill was rated at a moderate level (x = 3.18) Participation was rated at a 
moderate level (x - 3.24) Evaluation Ability was rated at a moderate level (x 
=3.38) 

4.The level of environmental education communication through community 

cultural activity area to systematic the process of communication within 
Amphaeng community is shown on Table 2 as follows. 


Table 2. 


Communication Process (N = 388) 

Mean 

S.D. 

Level 

Reaction 

3.27 

0.59 

Moderate 

Learning 

3.23 

0.58 

Moderate 

Behavior 

3.21 

0.49 

Moderate 

Results 

3.36 

0.58 

Moderate 

Total mean 

3.26 

0.56 

Moderate 


From Table 2, the research found : at all levels informants had moderate and 
a total mean (x = 3.26) Reaction was rated at moderate levels {x = 3.27), learning 
was rated at a moderate level (x = 3.23), behavior was rated at a moderate level 
(x = 3.21), results were rated at moderate levels (x = 3.36). 

A process of environmental education communication through community 
cultural activity areas (for helping local people in reaching their objective of 
preservation, restoration and conservation in the community and this is also 
reaching the objective of environmental education that can be synthesized as 
presented by Figure 1. 
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Figure 1. A Process of Environmental Education Communication through Community Activity 
Areas 


From Figure 1, A process of Environmental Education Communication 
through Community Activity Areas elements are 

1. Sender (S): committee, organizers, performers 

2. Message (M) : community identification, community story, needs of the 
local people, community problems 

3. Chanel (C): community cultural areas and activities 

4. Receiver (R) : members of the community and local people who took part 
in the community projects 

5. Impact (I): way of life and biodiversity in Amphaeng community. 

From the analysis of the internal environment combined with strengths and 
weaknesses, 74.47% of the community members agreed that the Rim 
KhlongAmphaeng community cultural area had weaknesses in terms of public 
participation and this was also shown in the questionnaire and 12.11% agreed 
that a lack of adequate budgets was a factor. 13.40% said a lack of human 
resources was also a factor. On the other hand, 38% said strengths were the 
richness of its location. 32.47% outsider corroboration. 28.60% local leadership 
stimulation. From the analysis of the external environment, combined with the 
opportunities and threats revealed that 48.71% of local people agreed that Rim 
KhlongAmphaeng community cultural areas should be the place for a learning 
process such as to demonstrate the traditional and community culture to the 
public. 32.21% agreed it should be the area center and combining s all kind of 
activities. 11.34% agreed it should be place to attract tourists and 7.73% as an 
alternative tourist place for people to visit. While 49.75% agreed the threat was. 
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local peoples’ ignorance of the communities environmental problems. 25% agreed 
the community members lacked public mindedness. 22.25% said insufficient 
government officer corroboration. These projects came into being by a procedure 
of Environmental Education Communication, through community activity areas. 
The project took place for the promotion, restoration and conservation of their 
environment, way of life and Mon or Raa-man culture. These elements contain; 
communication, environment, way of life and culture, with local people 
participating at all stages and eventually Amphaeng Community members will 
archive their goal of a better quantity of life in a better environment. 

Discussion 

1. Souse of information of local people received; 57.98% of members of the 
community received information from television and 32.21% from the radio. 
Because Amphaeng community is located quite close to Bangkok, (capital of 
Thailand) that contributed to the members of the community changing their 
lifestyle to be like the lifestyles of city people. Every household has electric 
appliances such as television, radios etc. It is not necessary to receive information 
from other scourers 

2. Role and responsibility in environment conservation; 88.40% of members 
do not have a role in community environment conservation due to their 
understanding. The think the government should set up a board of conversation 
in the community, before asking local people to take part in the conservation of 
their community. In this case, the researcher raised this problem with local 
leaders at a civil community forum for all those involved with the community, to 
find a solution to solve this problem. 

3. Environmental situation (garbage); 54.38% of community members get rid 
of garbage by putting it into a bag before throwing it out into the canal. The local 
people making a living around the canal side where they live and nearby 
Amphaeng community located closed to Tha-jeen river and the mouth of the Thai 
bay. Local people think they do not do anything wrong with their garbage. They 
learnt to get rid of garbage from their parents a long time a go and nothing bad 
had happened. They had throw out the garbage and it will flow downstream to 
the Tha-jeen river or to the mouth of Thai bay. The garbage does not get stuck in 
the community canal at all. It was shown that most of the local people 
misunderstood and had a lack of knowledge as to how to keep the environment 
clean. They chose the convenient, easy and most suitable way for them to solve 
the garbage problem. 

4. Level of environmental education before implementing a process of 
environmental education communication through community cultural areas; 
found, awareness (Mean = 4.18) knowledge (Mean = 3.30) attitude (Mean = 4.09) 
skill (Mean = 3.18) participation (Mean = 3.24) evaluation ability (Mean = 3.38) 
total mean (Mean = 3.34) 

There is a moderate level of concern by. local people in their community. 
There still has a sense of localism. Their society and community has been changed 
rapidly by globalization especially in terms of new technology. The computer and 
digital age has even contributed to Amphaeng communities difficulty to existence. 
To live with these new circumstances, people have had to become more knowledge 
and skilled. 
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As a part of learning evaluation, a process of environmental education 
communication through community culture activities areas, before constructing a 
modal the evaluation found : reaction level (Mean = 3.27),leaning level (Mean = 
3.23),hehavior level (Mean = 3.21), result level (Mean = 3.36), Toal Mean Moderate 
(Mean = 3.26), due to a lacking in the communication process within the 
Amphaeng community information, did not reach the into the community for its 
reaction and learning due to a communication breakdown somewhere. This was 
the reason why the sender could not change people’s behavior. The sender who 
sent the message to the receiver will have to look at all communication elements 
to find the problem area, namely; sender, message, channel, receiver 

5. The construction of a process of environmental education communication 
through community cultural activity areas: most of the community members 
responded that the process of environmental education communication through 
community cultural activity areas would be better, if the community members 
have an opportunity to participate in setting up the programs and activities 
process at all stages. Therefore, to construct a process of environmental education 
through community cultural activity areas has to focus on participatory 
communication, refer to (Shirley A. White, et al, 1994, p.p. 15-31) Mentions that 
the heart of participatory communication is a process of brainstorming, public 
listening, respect of others opinion, analysis of the communities situation based 
on fact and to make decisions together. The participatory communication can lead 
to public concretization and assist in the learning process among the community 
members and this is relevant to Thai 10 and 11 national economic and social 
development plan that focuses on strategies of all parts of social participation. 

6. The construction a process of environmental education communication 
through community cultural activity areas about the expectation; most of 
community member responded that they need “Rim Khlong Ampheang cultural 
areas or forum to be the center or heart of the community, they would like 
community to be proud of and feel that everybody as members and owners That 
they can show and demonstrate their Raa-man tradition and Raa-man culture. 
This is very unique. According to the needs of community members. Today the 
younger people and the people of working age in Amphaeng community go out of 
their community to live in other areas due to the pollution problem in their 
community and in Samut-Sakhon Province as well. 

To succeed in a process of Environmental education communication through 
community cultural activity areas (EECCCA), we need to investigate the context 
areas and the community circumstances such as environment, social reactions, 
economic, way of life, culture, tradition. These are very importance and have to be 
done before constructing a process of (EECCCA) as can be a better tool for 
community members to have a better quality of life in a much better environment. 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

Conclusion 

A Process of Environmental Education through community cultural activity 
Area or Forum at Lim KhlongAmphang sub-district. Ban Phraeo district Samut- 
Sakhon province consists of the following elements: Element 1 was the sender 
consisting of three groups: the first group is the committee of community cultural 
area, the second group is community cultural area organizers, and the third group 
is the operator or performers of the activities. Element 2 was the message 
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consisting of 1: community identities, 2: content, problem, and community needs 
3: method of sending a message. Element 3 was the channel, which means to send 
a message. The recipient will receive information through his/her senses, such as 
seeing, hearing, touch, touch, smell, or through six community cultural activities 
such as 1) Boat ride along the canal to observe ecosystem and local lifestyle, 2) 
Visits to markets on the edge of the canal, 3) Local singing contest, 4) 
Demonstration of local traditional culinary art, 5) Local sports and traditional 
game show, and 6) Lakhon Chatri local traditional dance performance. Element 4 
was the receiver who have the skills to communicate with the capabilities to 
decode the message by the people who have the knowledge, attitudes, social, 
cultural similar to the sender to make meaningful results the same meaning as 
intended by the sender. The following 6 projects resulted from the receiver’s 
ability to receive the message as intended: Project 1: Beautiful canal by our hands 
project. Project 2: Community’s goods market project. Project 3: Music for 
community project. Project 4: Local food, safe and healthy project. Project 5: Sport 
for a strong community project. Project 6: Raman legendary heritage project. 
Element 5 was the positive impact, a result of the environmental education 
communication process through community cultural area in the way of creating 
quality and livable community life, coupled with biological diversity resulting in 
the community members’ better lives in improved environment. 

Recommenda tions 

1. There should be a willingness and promoting for community members to 
participate at all steps of community activities that make them part of the 
community. 

2. Local government and government officers involved in the community 
should regularly provide environmental education training programs that provide 
knowledge, promote skill, inform about new technology ect., for local members, 
then they will have the ability to look after their community in the appropriate 
way. 

3. Community Groups and members of non-government organizations (NGO) 
who are involved with Amphang community should consider using a process of 
environmental education communication through community cultural activities 
in order for the community to have an opportunity to voice their needs or 
community problems to the public. On the other hand, this process can be a good 
tool for community’s that supports people to work together by participating in 
community activities. 

4. NGOs in Amphang community should develop themselves to be local 
researchers and provide an opportunity for members of the community to 
participate in local research by applying this research into the future. 

5. This research element was constructed for this process by considering the 
conditions and factors that include context of the community, circumstances, 
situations and environment in Amphaeng community. For further study, the 
researcher should be concerned about the surrounding research areas before 
construction of a model. 

6. The results of this research can be extend to further research such as 
cultural & ethnic tourism, eco-tourism in other areas. 
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